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ESTHER FUNDS FOUNDATION CALLS FOR A NATIONAL STUDENT EMERGENCY-RETENTION STANDARD
The proposed Every Future Fulfilled Act of 2027 responds to a nationwide crisis: campus basic-needs offices alone are not enough to keep students enrolled.
Written by Esther Funds Foundation National Team
	POLICY STATUS — PROPOSED MODEL LEGISLATION
The Every Future Fulfilled Act of 2027 is a policy proposal developed by Esther Funds Foundation. It has not yet been introduced by a legislator, assigned a bill number, enacted, or signed into law. EFF is inviting public review, endorsements, legislative partners, and the legal and fiscal work required to advance it responsibly.


OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE AND STATEMENT
NATIONAL — Esther Funds Foundation (EFF) today announced the Every Future Fulfilled Act of 2027, also described as the Student Emergency Retention and Completion Act—a proposed federal policy framework intended to require colleges and universities receiving federal student-aid funding to maintain funded, accountable systems that help students remain enrolled when an emergency threatens their education.
The student crisis involving Howard University that brought renewed attention to this issue is one situation within a much larger national problem. It should not be treated as the entire story or as an isolated campus controversy. Across the country, students can still lose classes, housing, degree progress, or the chance to graduate when an urgent financial, personal, or institutional barrier moves faster than the support available to them.
EFF is not using this statement to make a legal finding about Howard University or to repeat unverified details about any individual student. The national lesson is clear: the existence of a campus office does not by itself guarantee that a student will receive flexible emergency funds, a prompt decision, protection from removal while a request is reviewed, a knowledgeable navigator, or a meaningful appeal.
	“Basic-needs offices are important—but they are not a substitute for a funded emergency-retention system with deadlines, student protections, and accountability. Students are still being pushed out of college by emergencies that institutions can and should be prepared to address.”
— SHAYNA VINCENT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


BASIC-NEEDS OFFICES ARE IMPORTANT. THEY ARE NOT ENOUGH.
Food pantries, resource referrals, counseling connections, and basic-needs centers can be valuable parts of a campus safety net. EFF supports that work. But a referral is not the same as a funded retention response, and an office is not the same as a guarantee that a student’s enrollment will be protected.
Students can still be forced to stop out or withdraw when an emergency grant is unavailable, when departments do not coordinate, when no one has authority to pause an administrative action, or when the answer arrives after the student has already lost housing, transportation, coursework, or access to school. Preventable educational loss continues even where helpful services exist.
The Every Future Fulfilled Act is designed to close that gap by moving emergency support from an optional collection of referrals to a funded, time-bound, student-centered retention system.
WHAT THE PROPOSED ACT WOULD REQUIRE
EFF proposes that covered colleges and universities maintain a Student Emergency Retention System with the authority, funding, coordination, and accountability to intervene before a temporary crisis becomes a permanent college departure.
1. One accessible emergency application, one case number, and one assigned navigator.
1. Online, telephone, and in-person access with clear, plain-language procedures.
1. Dedicated and recurring emergency-retention funding that provides nonrepayable assistance rather than new student debt.
1. An urgent initial response within one business day and a written decision within three business days after a complete standard application.
1. Temporary protection from avoidable class cancellation, housing removal, administrative withdrawal, new late penalties, or collections referral while a timely request or appeal is under review.
1. Written reasons for decisions, a simple appeal pathway, prompt independent review, and protection against retaliation.
1. Privacy-conscious reporting on funding, applications, processing time, awards, denials, retention, and completion outcomes.
THIS IS A NATIONAL CALL TO ACTION
EFF is asking students, families, colleges, community organizations, higher-education leaders, agency staff, and lawmakers to help turn this model into enforceable public policy. The proposal is open for serious review, improvement, coalition building, legal analysis, fiscal analysis, and legislative partnership.
We are calling on lawmakers to request a policy briefing, examine the model language, and work with students and experts toward introduction. We are calling on colleges to review the proposed standards and consider voluntary pilots. We are calling on students and families to endorse the policy, organize campus conversations, share the campaign, and make clear that emergency retention is a completion issue—not a private failure.
	READ THE PROPOSAL. ENDORSE THE ACT. HELP MAKE IT LAW.
Visit policy.estherfundsfoundation.org to read the proposed Act, download advocacy resources, endorse the policy, access campus-action tools, or request a briefing.


A NOTE FOR STUDENTS SEEKING IMMEDIATE HELP
The policy website is a public advocacy and policy-development platform; it is not an emergency-funding application or a promise of assistance. Students seeking direct EFF resources or advocacy should use the National Student Help Desk at portal.estherfundsfoundation.org.
ABOUT ESTHER FUNDS FOUNDATION
Esther Funds Foundation works to help college students persist through financial, institutional, and personal barriers by connecting them with practical resources, advocacy, community, and opportunity. Through Every Future Fulfilled, EFF is extending that mission into public policy focused on preventing solvable emergencies from ending a college education.
Media, policy, coalition, and briefing inquiries: Esther Funds Foundation National Office nationals@estherfundsinc.org @estherfundsfoundation policy.estherfundsfoundation.org
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